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ALLELUIA, or HALLELU-JAH. This is a Hebrew word, signifying Praise the LORD, or Praise to the LORD. It occurs at the beginning, and at the end of many of the Psalms, and was always sung by the Jews on solemn days of rejoicing. An expression very similar in sound seems to have been used in many nations, who can hardly be supposed to have borrowed it from the Jews. Hence it has been supposed to be one of the most ancient words of devotion. St. John retains the word without translation, (Rev. xix. 1,3, 4, 6) ; and among the early Christians it was so usual to sing hallelujah, that St. J erome says little children were acquainted with it.
ALL SAINTS'DAY. The festival of All Saints is not of very high antiquity. About the year 610, the Bishop of Rome ordered that the heathen Pantheon, or temple, should be converted into a Christian church. This was done, and it was appropriately dedicated to the honour of All Martyrs; hence carne the origin of All Saints, which was then celebrated on the first of May. In the year 834 it was changed to November first, on which day it is still observed. " Our Church having, in the course of her year, celebrated the memories of the holy Apostles, and the other most eminent saints and martyrs of the first days of the gospel, deems it unnecessary to extend her calendar by any other particular festivals, but closes her course with this general one. It should be the Christian's delight, on this day, to reflect, as he is moved by the appointed Scriptures, on the Christian graces and virtues which have been exhibited by that goodly fellowship of saints who, in all ages, have honoured GOD in their lives, and glorified HIM in their deaths; he should pray for grace to follow them ' in all virtuous and godly living;' he should meditate on the glorious rest that remains for the people of GOD, on which they have entered; he should gratefully contemplate that communion of saints which unites him to their holy fellowship, even while he is here militant, if he be a faithful disciple of the SAVIOUR in Whom they trusted; he should earnestly seek that grace whereby, after a short further time of trial, he may be united with them in the everlasting services of the Church triumphant/' The Church < ""
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